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Economic crises inevitably afflict economies worldwide, whether the current crisis resulting from
the Covid-19 pandemic paralyzing the markets, a financial crisis such as the one that occurred in
2008, or “regular” business cycles. Tax courts can serve as fiscal stabilizers during economic
fluctuations. However, their stabilizing potential has not received much attention. This Article fills



this gap. The business cycle, namely instability in the economy manifested in recessions and
expansions, is a significant macroeconomic phenomenon. Economists disagree on its theoretical
grounds. There is no clear normative recommendation regarding how to respond to it. Classical
economists suggest that no response is needed, while Keynesians recommend an anticyclical one.
The tax system can function as an anticyclical stabilizer. Its stabilizing potential is measured by (1)
the time lag between identifying the problem and the policy’s influence and (2) the degree of
discretion in operating stabilizing means. The tax system has two forms of stabilization: ad-hoc
legislation and automatic stabilizers. While the automatic response may be quicker, the slower
discretionary legislative response may be more accurate. Scholars have been using macroeconomic
analysis to analyze, understand, and design legal rules and institutions, including in the context of
tax law. Empiricists focused on tax legislation, tax reforms, and the effect of automatic and
discretionary stabilizers but did not consider the judiciary. Judges can react faster than the
legislature while exercising discretion through individualized decisions that carry fiscal
implications. Furthermore, because judges determine cases regularly, their decisions have an
immediate fiscal effect. Even if it takes the legislature and the judges the same amount of time to
identify the stage in the business cycle, a judicial decision is often reached more quickly than the
typical legislative process. Moreover, judicial decisions are often implemented immediately, in
contrast to legislation. The Article offers a normative framework for cost-benefit analysis of the
fiscal potential of the judiciary, which comprises three incremental steps. First, CAN courts serve
as fiscal stabilizers when making judicial decisions in tax cases? The step is informed by empirical
findings from courts in Israel and the United States. Second, SHOULD judges stabilize the
economy via judicial decision-making in tax disputes? I review arguments about the relationship
between the judiciary and the other governing authorities, relationships within the judiciary, and
the relationship between the disputing parties and the judiciary. Third, and lastly, HOW the judicial
stabilizing mechanism should be designed? One mechanism I propose is a “business cycle
multiplier” that will increase or decrease the taxpayer’s liability depending on the stage in the
business cycle. The other is a Keynesian default rule that will favor the taxpayer during a recession

and the tax authority during an expansion.
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When determining in criminal proceedings whether an individual performed a certain culpable
action, predictive evidence is often ignored. Most notably, and with few exceptions, base-rates are
excluded. Using such evidence in court seems intuitively inappropriate. For example, using the high
rate of crimes involving illegal firearms in a certain neighbourhood to support the conviction of an
individual resident in a crime involving an illegal firearm seems highly objectionable (henceforth,
the “crime-rates scenario”). The objection is not only aimed at the sufficiency of such evidence
rates, but also requires that crime-rates should be inadmissible in criminal proceedings. The
hostility of criminal fact-finding toward predictive evidence is also apparent in the deeply-rooted
suspicion of information regarding bad character and previous convictions. In previous works, I
have sought to explain this hostility by suggesting that criminal fact-finding implicitly adheres to
the view that culpable conduct requires free will that is necessarily unpredictable. While theorists
tend to agree that it is possible to predict a free action, at least with some degree of confidence, |
contend that criminal fact-finding adheres to the view that free actions can have neither subjective
nor objective probabilities. The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate how my account could be
used by those who hold that we do not have unpredictable free will (either because the free will we
have is predictable or because we have no free will at all). To do this, I argue that Criminal Law
should treat people based on the assumption that they have unpredictable free will, even if this
assumption is unfounded or even false. To support this argument, I focus on stigmatisation and
seeks to show how the use of predictive evidence for the purpose of criminal conviction undermines
its effectiveness. After articulating a basic version of the argument, I advance a more refined version
based on the phenomenon of ‘bypassing’ (when people misinterpret determinism as living in a
world in which non-mental causal factors, such as genetics, upbringing, or environment cause the
agent’s conduct directly, without the agent’s mental states and processes making any difference to
the outcome). I then claim that my justification for not using predictive evidence has a considerable
advantage over the popular justification according to which convicting people based on predictive

evidence undermines the incentive to abstain from criminal conduct.
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In the current study we seek to examine the difference between Generation Z and Generation X in
terms of coping with a global crisis (COVID-19), specifically regarding resilience in times of crisis,
and personal values and attitudes during that time, based on the theory of generations. It is
hypothesized that members of Generation Z (Gen Z) will have higher levels of openness to change,
self-enhancement, and self-transcendence during the COVID-19 crisis, as compared to Generation
X (Gen X). In addition, it is hypothesized that Generation Z will be more positive in their attitudes
toward flexible learning, flexible work, and online consumption than members of Generation X.
Data were gathered in a cross-sectional study; 958 participants participated in the study, divided
into two age-groups: Generation Z (ages ranged between 18-24) and Generation X (ages ranged
between 40-50). This study indicates that significant differences between Gen Z and Gen X can be
found with regard to resilience and values manifested during the COVID-19 pandemic. However,
in the area of consumer attitudes, generation gaps have become considerably smaller, and Gen Z
and Gen X share positive attitudes toward online consumption. Despite the magnitude and
significance of the crisis, the specific characteristics of each generation remained unchanged in

many respects.
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The already existing hundreds of thousands of unused frozen embryos coupled with the
skyrocketing rate of divorce raise numerous moral, legal, social, and religious dilemmas. Among
the most daunting problems are the moral and legal status of the frozen embryo; what should its
fate be in the event of conflicts between the progenitors; and whether contractual regulation of
frozen embryos is valid and enforceable. This paper applies relational ethics, drawing on, inter alia,
the relational contract to resolve these intertwined dilemmas. Applying this theory, I will challenge
the conventional dichotomous conceptualization of the frozen embryo as either a person or a
nonperson. Rather, I show that its legal and moral status should be determined as a derivative of the
desired or undesired relationship between the progenitors, as articulated in a mandatory disposition
agreement. The progenitor who is interested in using the frozen embryo and bringing the child into
the world defines it as a person, whereas the progenitor who opposes its usage determines its status
as a nonperson — an object. Consequently, I argue that in the event of an explicit disposition
agreement, the contract should govern whether the frozen embryo will be used, discarded, adopted
andsor earmarked for research. The relational contract supplies us with adequate contractual
devices to address any problem arising from changed circumstances or changes of heart. In those
cases where there is no explicit disposition agreement, or when the explicit agreement does not
stipulate what should be done with the embryos under special or unanticipated circumstances, |
contend that the party interested in using the embryo should prevail. The recalcitrant progenitor,
who is not interested in using the embryo and becoming a parent, should not be subject to a legal
determination of parental status and its attendant responsibilities.
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This paper argues that the moral status of frozen embryos may depend on the intentions and actions
of certain people, most importantly parents and physicians. My aim is to persuade even staunch
objectors to abortion that “unfreezing” a frozen embryo does not count as impermissible abortion.
Often, ethical and religious objections to abortion begin with the claim that fetuses have the
potential to become persons, and so have the moral status of persons and must not be killed. For the



purposes of this paper, I accept the claim that those who have the potential to be persons should not
be killed, but I argue that abandoned frozen embryos lack the relevant potential. At the very early
stage of development of frozen embryos, their potential to become persons is undetermined, and
requires certain intentions and actions by other people to become determinate. In other words, I
argue that only frozen embryos that someone wishes to implant have the potential to become
persons, while abandoned frozen embryos lack the relevant potential. Regarding such embryos,

there is no moral duty to maintain them.
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There is a general scholarly consensus that the law of parental determination should conform to the
principles of equality. But the precise meaning of equality itself remains contested in the era of



assisted reproductive technology. Increasingly, legal scholars argue that the commitment to
equality requires the law to be untethered from its biology-centric focus and that the relational
elements of family configuration must be embraced. Prima facie, this scholarly vision seems
promising for the future of same-sex families, as it accommodates their particular reproductive
limitations. The present article, however, reveals the cracks in this scholarly logic, by presenting a
classic tale of equality paradox: one person’s gain becomes another person’s hindrance to fair
treatment within the same community. Drawing on original and comprehensive case-law analysis
of arelatively new mechanism for legal parental determination in Israel, the Judicial Parental Order,
the article explains why this vision for equality is not as promising as it first appears. The research
demonstrates that, to the extent that the principles surrounding parental determination (a) are
enacted in line with (hetero)normative assumptions of family, (b) discourage the fluidity that is well
documented within same-sex familial narratives, or (c) ignore the surveillance deployed to reinforce
‘acceptable’ heteronormative lifestyles, the current vision risks benefiting only certain sectors of
the LGBTQ community. The article, then, offers a more nuanced position vis-a-vis equality—one
that acknowledges the fact that gays and lesbians do not constitute one homogeneous mass—and
therefore exhorts greater sensitivity toward the differences between, and within, the two collectives.



